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The connotation, issues, and solutions of computer laws in the age of
intelligence: a discussion on Timothy Colburn and Gary Shute’s

Information Computationism
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Abstract: A conception of laws is a view concerning the essence, characteristics and other properties of laws.
Timothy Colburn and Gary Shute, as representatives of info-computationalism, analyzed that the essence of
computer laws is a dynamic, hierarchical normative mechanism interacting with the environment from the per-
spective of algorithm and information. They regard laws as prescriptive invariants invented by programmers.
This conception of laws revealed the metaphorical, creative and invariable nature of law, while facing with the
dilemma of conceptual confusion, value separation and the subject-object dichotomy. This is due to the wide-
spread contemporary applications of information science, the nomic commitment of logical positivism, and the
influence of Floridi's informational structural realism. Through the combination of quality and quantity, abstract
logical form and concrete context, and the law view about the interaction of subject and object, we will realize
the transcendence and development of the law view of information computing.
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